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This report is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 30 August to 
28 September 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 14 October. 

Highlights 

 The 2015 El Niño has now fully developed and continues 
to strengthen. The climatic event is unlikely to end before 
early 2016 
 

 Early estimates by the Office of the Prime Minister 
indicate up to 1.8 million people potentially affected 
although no deaths directly attributable to the drought 
have been confirmed by the National Department of 
Health. 

 

 Government of Papua New Guinea has allocated up to 
K25 million (USD8.5 million) to drought response which 
has been used to conduct four inter-agency rapid 
assessments as well as provide initial emergency relief 
to the most affected provinces in the Highlands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Situation Overview 
In its seasonal climate outlook, Papua New Guinea’s (PNG) National Weather Service reports that 2015 El Niño has 
now fully developed and continues to strengthen. (Seasonal Climate Outlook: Aug-Oct, National Weather Service, 
12 August 2015) 

According to the Australian Bureau of Meteorology, recent oceanic and atmospheric indicators are at levels not seen 
since the 1997–98 El Niño. Indicators such as persistently weak or reversed trade winds and a strongly negative 
Southern Oscillation Index (SOI), coupled with the ongoing warming in the tropical Pacific Ocean, suggest the El Niño 
is unlikely to end before early 2016. Climate models indicate sea surface temperatures in the central tropical Pacific 
are likely to rise further over the next few months, coming close to, or possibly exceeding, monthly values observed 
during the 1997–98 event. All models suggest the event will peak around the end of the year, followed by rapid 
weakening heading into autumn 2016. It is too early to accurately determine the likely pattern beyond autumn, but a 
continued El Niño is considered the least likely outcome at this stage. (Australian Bureau of Meteorology, 15 
September 2015) 

The effects of this event are now evident across the country largely in the form of drought and frost. In the Highland 
provinces of the country, drought and frost has severely impacted food gardens and water sources of local 
communities. In lowland areas, the ongoing lack of sustained rainfall has also impacted on access to sustainable 
sources of water. In addition, bush fires have become widespread due to the drying vegetation and low soil moisture. 
While fires have previously been confined to grassland/savannah areas, recent fires have been found to be spreading 
to rainforests and mountainous areas (Post-Courier, 23 September 2015). Apart from possessing immediate danger 
to homes and gardens, this has potentially serious implications on sources of forest famine foods which form part of 
local communities’ drought coping strategy.  

 
 
Source: http://reliefweb.int/map/papua-new-guinea/papua-new-guinea-
location-map-2013 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations in Papua New Guinea.  
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To date, the government has indicated that approximately 1.8 million people have been affected by the drought/frost 
of which 1.3 million people are classed as being in the most at risk, Category 4, due to drought. (News Release, 
Office of the Prime Minister, 24 August 2015). According to the National Department of Health, there have yet to be 
any deaths directly attributable to the drought (Post-Courier, 23 September 2015). 

Initial reports from humanitarian partners, supported by local media reporting indicate that food needs in the Highland 
provinces are most pressing where food gardens have been severely affected by frost and drought (altitudes above 
1700m are particularly at risk of crop destruction from frost). These reports are further supported by UNOSAT’s 
Normalised Differential Vegetation Index (NDVI) mapping of the Highland region which indicate the difference in 
current condition of vegetation compared to mean values from 2001-2011. Two Highland provinces (Enga & Southern 
Highlands) have declared a state of emergency. 

 

 Potentially Drought Affected Areas in Highlands Regions, Papua New Guinea, (UNOSAT 3 Sep 2015) 

 

Funding 
Based on initial provincial reports, the National Government has allocated an initial K5 million (USD1.7 million) 
followed by an additional K20 million (USD6.8 million) to the drought response. Several Members of Parliament of 
affected wards have also reportedly contributed their discretionary development funds (ranging from K1 – 2 million) 
to support initial relief efforts. Groups of Highland communities living in the capital, Port Moresby, have also organised 
fund-raising campaigns (e.g. Simbu El Nino Relief Appeal) to support affected communities in their home provinces. 
Local churches have also contributed food supplies to supplement Government relief efforts. (Post-Courier, 31 
August/28 September 2015) 

With the National Government responding to the drought, humanitarian partners are supporting through targeted 
funding to assist with delivery of the Government’s relief efforts. 
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Funding Support to Papua New Guinea Drought Response 

Organisation Implementing 
Partner 

Amount Scope 

IFRC PNG Red Cross CHF150,669 

(USD162,891, 

K456,225) 

 Hygiene Promotion (Jerry Cans and Hygiene 
Kits) for 3000 households 

 Oro and Highlands region  

UNDP - USD100,000 

(K280,000) 

 Assessments 

 Coordination  

 Recovery Planning 
 

USAID IOM USD100,000 

(K280,000) 

 Early Recovery  

 WASH 

 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 
In response to crop failure in the Highland provinces, the National Government has mounted an initial response to 
provide emergency relief supplies to the Highland provinces of Western Highland, Enga, Southern Highland and 
Chimbu provinces. Relief assistance primarily involved supplies of rice.  

In Morobe Province, the Provincial Government has conducted its own rapid assessment and based on findings, 
launched an emergency relief operation on 9 September to provide food assistance and non-food items (including 
water storage containers and water purification tablets) to 300,000 people living in drought affected rural 
communities. These communities are located in Waria LLG in Bulolo district, Yus, Deyamos and Komba LLGs in 
Kabwum district. (Post-Courier, 10 September) 

At present, the National Government’s concept of operations for the distribution of emergency food relief is for the 
National Government to procure and deliver food supplies to a designated regional distribution point in Mt. Hagen 
(Western Highlands Province) and it was the responsibility of provincial authorities to arrange the necessary logistics 
to receive, transport and distribute within their respective provinces. A regional relief coordination officer from the 
National Disaster Centre (NDC) is assigned to oversee the handing over of food relief to the respective provincial 
authorities. According to the NDC, approximately 99% of initial supplies procured by the National Government have 
been dispatched to the regional distribution point.  

The NDC has indicated that distribution of relief supplies are to be targeted. The NDC supported by UNDP also 
launched a nation-wide public information campaign in September on television (EMTV) to raise awareness of water 
and hygiene coping measures amongst local communities. 

General Coordination 
At present, humanitarian partners’ support is coordinated through the Disaster Management Team (DMT) co-led by 
the UN Resident Coordinator and the Acting Director of NDC and primarily involve continued preparedness and 
conduct of complementary drought assessments. Partners continue to support PNG Government-led efforts through 
on the basis of an invitation from the Department of Provincial and Local Government Affairs to support government 
departments in assessing and addressing the impacts of El Nino on communities. While clusters have yet to be 
formally activated, sector working groups have been actively reviewing preparedness plans and prepositioning of 
stockpiles.  

The Government of PNG has deployed four inter-agency assessment teams to conduct rapid drought assessments 
of the Highlands, Momase Region, New Guinea Island and Southern provinces. Of note, two teams were female-led 
(Momase and New Guinea Islands) and also included female team members. The assessment findings including the 
scale of affected populations and key needs, are presently being reviewed by PNG’s National Disaster Committee. 
Humanitarian partners (such as Caritas, PNG Red Cross, World Vision, Oxfam) supported Government-led rapid 
assessment teams by complementing provincial government contacts with local staff contacts while facilitating field 
visits to rural communities. 

 

 

mailto:fts@un.org
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Humanitarian partners have also leveraged on their extensive local networks to conduct assessments as well as 
monitoring of the developing situation in their own impact areas including the following: 

Assessments and Monitoring by Humanitarian Partners 

Organisation Location Status 

CARE PNG 
 

Eastern Highlands – El Niño monitoring Initial brief completed 
(August 2015) 

WHO Country-wide - Network of field epidemiologists in health 
facilities 

Ongoing Monitoring 

World Vision 
 

Western and Madang Provinces Ongoing Monitoring 

United Church/Uniting World 
 

Hela and Southern Highlands Provinces Completed 

CARE PNG 
 

Eastern Highlands, Chimbu and Morobe Provinces Ongoing (inclusive of 
Gender Analysis) 

Save the Children 
 

East Sepik Province - Joint Health Assessment  Planned  

Oxfam PNG 
 

Eastern Highlands, Jiwaka and Chimbu Provinces Planned 

 

Next Steps 
Humanitarian partners continue to actively undertake preparedness work and assessments while closely monitoring 
the developing situation from a variety of perspectives, looking at the potential impact on food security, water 
availability and any resulting health, education, gender and protection consequences. Partners remain prepared to 
support the national response upon request from the National Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including 
relevant UN agencies, government sources, INGOs, IOs, church-based organisations and the media.  

For further information, please contact:  

Gerard Ng, Disaster Risk Management Consultant, gerard.ng@one.un.org, Tel: +675 321 2877 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int.  

mailto:gerard.ng@one.un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

